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The presentation will investigate the current developments in spectrum management from a 
regulatory point of view. The urge to change the current regulatory way of working is felt by 
everyone at all levels of the regulatory process. 
 
For example: at the World Radio Conference-07, held under the auspices of the International 
Telecommunications Union, all regions of the world were in favour of studying improvements 
of the international regulatory framework in order to take decisions at the next conference in 
2011. Some views will be presented on what form such improvements could take. 
 
On a regional level –in this case Europe- major changes are set in motion, both on the 
institutional level as well as the regulatory level. On the institutional level there is an ongoing 
trend to broaden the competences of the European Commission. On the regulatory level the 
way spectrum harmonisation is carried out and what is harmonised is heavily debated. How to 
develop methodologies for deriving least restrictive technical conditions is an issue as well as 
balancing the interests of existing and new users. The views of one of the European spectrum 
management authorities, that of the Netherlands, on the issues at stake and the future 
developments will be presented. 
 
On a national level spectrum authorities prepare themselves for the future: the needs and the 
interests of the consumer are given a central place in the decision making process. The trend 
is to deregulate and therefore the number of licence categories is diminished and licences are 
replaced by registration or licence exemption. Licence conditions are becoming less 
restrictive and less specific. Public spectrum users have to justify their spectrum needs. 
Spectrum should be used more efficiently and sharing is promoted. Possibilities for ultra wide 
band and cognitive radio are created. This new way of managing the spectrum is not “for 
free” and also not completely neutral: political choices have to be made. Also competition 
issues in relation to existing licences and other legacy situations have to be solved.  
 
How a national spectrum management authority tries to strike a balance between all these 
issues is illustrated with some recent examples. Further some ideas are presented on how such 
an authority sees its future role. 


