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News Items 
Greetings Commission J Members!  

The Pacific Radio Science Conference (AP-RASC) was quite a success!  Stefan Wijnholds provides us 
with a overview of the event in our Activities Spotlight this month.  Thank you, Stefan, for the very nice 
article, complete with photos! 

Now that the AP-RASC is behind us, planning activities are now focused on the 2020 URSI General 
Assembly and Scientific Symposium.   The 2020 GASS Commission J program is given below along 
with the confirmed conveners.   We are still in search of conveners so please contact me as soon as 
possible to volunteer.  

I kindly request your ideas, articles, news, photos, etc. for upcoming editions of Newsletter.  Let’s keep it 
interesting and informative!  I thank all of you who have already contributed.  

Submitted by R. Bradley

mailto:rbradley@nrao.edu


2020 URSI  General Assembly and Scientific Symposium  (2020 URSI GASS)
Rome, Italy  29 August - 5 September 2020

We are now actively planning for the next URSI General Assembly and Scientific Symposium.

 *** Program for Commission J – GASS 2020 ***
Sessions:
New Telescopes on the Frontier 

Conveners: Nipanjana Patra
Recent and Future Space Missions

Conveners: Joseph Lazio, Heino Falcke, and Yuri Kovalev
Single Dish Instruments
Very Long Baseline Interferometry
Millimeter/Submillimeter Arrays
Receivers and Radiometers: Design and Calibration

Convener: Jacki Gilmore, Douglas Hayman
Digital Signal Processing: Algorithms and Platforms

Conveners:  Grant Hamspon
Big data: Algorithms and Platforms

Conveners: Stefan Wijnholds, Maxim Voronkov
Short-Duration Transients, FRBs, and Pulsars: Observations, Techniques, and Instrumentation
Historical Radio Astronomy

Conveners: Richard Schilizzi
Latest News and Observatory Reports

Conveners: Rich Bradley and Douglas Bock
Power spectrum observations

Shared Sessions
Radio astronomical characterization of the ionosphere and related models (Commissions JG)

Conveners: Claudio Cesaroni (G), Maaijke Mevius (J)
Characterization and Mitigation of Radio Frequency Interference (Commissions JEFGH)
Some aspects of radio science in space weather (Commissions GHJ)

Conveners: Richard Fallows (J), Iwona Stanislawska (G), Baptiste Cecconi, 
Patricia Doherty, Willem Baan

Spectrum Management (Commissions ECJ)
Conveners: Tasso Tzioumis

Solar, Planetary, and Heliospheric Radio Emissions (Commissions HJ)
Conveners: Pietro Zucca,

The polar Environment and Geospace (Commissions GHJ)
Conveners: Lucilla Alfonsi (G), Nicolas Bergeot (G), Mark Cliverd (H), Stefan Lotz (H)



Meeting and Workshop Announcements

Cerenkov Telescope Array Symposium
 “Science opportunities with CTA”

Bologna, 6-9 May 2019

Abstract submission deadline has passed!

Dear colleagues, 

Registration for the First CTA symposium is now open. Participants can register online at http://www.cta-
symposium.com/registration. Your registration will be confirmed by the workshop secretary as soon as the 
registration fee has been received. 
The workshop registration fee is 300 Euros before 20 March, 2019 and 350 Euros after this date. A special rate of 
200 (250 after 20 March) euros is available for students.

The theme for the First CTA Symposium is “Science opportunities with CTA” and will take place at the historical 
Teatro Duse in Bologna 6-9 May 2019 (https://www.cta-symposium.com). The meeting specifically addresses the 
larger Multi-Wavelength/Multi Messenger communities and aims to set up new channels of communication with 
those communities. It will feature a combination of invited and contributed talks. The preliminary programme is 
available on the symposium webpage.

Contributions to the First CTA Symposium in the following areas:
- Cosmic particle acceleration
- Compact objects and relativistic shocks
- Role of cosmic particles in galaxy evolution and star-forming systems
- Gamma rays as cosmic probes
- Fundamental physics
- Multi-wavelength and multi-messenger observations

Or any other topic connected to the scientific possibilities of CTA.

The scientific organising committee (SOC) will consider the submission for inclusion in the preliminary programme 
and will notify the authors whether their contribution has been selected for an oral/poster presentation by March 15, 
2019.   We look forward to seeing you in Bologna in May.

With best regards,

Stefan Funk
on behalf of the SOC:

Roger Blandford, Kavli Institute of Particle Astrophysics and Cosmology, Stanford University, USA; Catherine 
Cesarsky, CEA, France; Andrea Comastri, INAF, Italy; Emma de Oña Wilhelmi, University of Barcelona, Spain; 
Stefan Funk, University of Erlangen, Germany; Jim Hinton, Max Planck Institute for Nuclear Physics, Germany; 
Giovanni Pareschi, INAF, Italy; David Reitze, California Institute of Technology, USA; Richard Schilizzi, 
University of Manchester, UK; Christian Spiering, DESY, Germany; Matthias Steinmetz, IAP, Germany; Wolfgang 
Wild, CTAO, Italy



Activities Spotlight 

An excellent Asia-Pacific Radio Science Conference (AP-RASC)
Stefan J. Wijnholds

From March 9 through March 14, 2019, the Asia-Pacific Radio Science Conference (AP-RASC) 
was held in the India Habitat Centre in New Delhi, India. The triennial cycle of the AP-RASC 
complements the triennial cycles of its Atlantic counterpart (the AT-RASC) and the General 
Assembly and Scientific Symposium (GASS), such that URSI has an annual flagship meeting. 
With 905 contributions being presented by delegates from 40 countries, it proved to be an 
interesting meeting. The Commission J program consisted of the following sessions:

Evolution / latest results from the uGMRT, in honour of Govind Swarup
Updates from exiting radio astronomy facilities
RFI mitigation in radio astronomy (with Commission E)
VLBI: current status and future prospects
Radio science for space weather (with Commission H)
Recent scientific results on solar, solar wind and space weather observations
Recent scientific results on Galactic, extra-Galactic star formation and transients
The Early Universe (EoR experiments and related results)
Future radio astronomy facilities (including SKA)
Radio astronomy instrumentation & techniques – I. Receiver systems: analog/digital/optical fibre
Radio astronomy instrumentation & techniques – II. Data processing: Imaging, Big Data

The detailed program (including links to submitted papers and abstracts) can be found at 
http://www.ursi.org/proceedings/procAP19/programme.html ). The Commission J keynote 
lecture was delivered by Ron Ekers on the topic of “Paths to discovery in radio astronomy – the 
role of technical innovation and serendipity”.

Young scientists could apply for a Young Scientist Award (YSA) or take part in the Student Paper
Competition (SPC). There were three applications for a YSA and two submissions for the SPC 
from the Commission J community. Unfortunately, none of them was successful.

On Monday, a very interesting general lecture was delivered by Nobel laureate David Wineland 
on “Optical atomic clocks”. One of the feats highlighted in this lecture was a measurement of the
relativistic effect of time dilatation in the Earth’s gravitational field by comparing the frequencies
of two atomic clocks placed only 1 feet apart in height above the Earth’s surface!

http://www.ursi.org/proceedings/procAP19/programme.html


During the week, several business meetings were scheduled to deal with the organizational 
matters of URSI. Among them was the well-attended Commission J business meeting on 
Tuesday. The main topic of this meeting was the program for the GASS. The outcome of this 
discussion can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.

The conference banquet was held on the premises of the peaceful Sunder Nursery. The banquet 
was preceded by a cultural function that consisted of a demonstration of various dances from the 
multitude of cultures found in the different regions of India. Each dance was preceded by a short 
introduction, which made them accessible despite the large cultural differences between the 
respective dances and between the people in the audience. After the cultural function, the venue 
for the next AP-RASC, to be held in 2022, was presented. It will be held at the Darling Harbor 
Waterfront in Sydney, Australia. The Australians have selected a very nice venue and have an 
excellent organising committee, so we have something to look forward to!

Ron Ekers’ audience with Govind Swarup on the first row.



Photo of the cultural function preceding the banquet

A few South-African delegates having a good time at the banquet.



Job Postings – Radio Astronomy and Related Fields

Radio Astronomy Instrumentation Post-Doc at NASA JPL
Applicants should have a recent PhD in astronomy, physics, or a closely related field.  Of 
particular interest are candidates with expertise in the development and commissioning of 
instrumentation (both hardware and software) and observations at radio frequencies that would 
complement the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA) and current and future 
NASA missions, particularly far-infrared/sub-millimeter. For more information visit 
https://jpl.jobs/jobs/2019-10427-Radio-Astronomical-Instrumentation-Postdoctoral-Scholar

Cavendish Astrophysics - Electromagnetic design and metrology
http://www.jobs.cam.ac.uk/job/20703/ - Antenna design and electromagnetic modelling
http://www.jobs.cam.ac.uk/job/20700/ - Electromagnetic metrology & antenna characterisation

HIRAX Postdoctoral Fellowships in Radio Astronomy and Instrumentation
The Astrophysics and Cosmology Research Unit (ACRU) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
(UKZN) is offering a postdoctoral research position in the area of radio astronomy and 
instrumentation.   For more information, see https://acru.ukzn.ac.za/hirax-postdoc-jan2019/

https://jpl.jobs/jobs/2019-10427-Radio-Astronomical-Instrumentation-Postdoctoral-Scholar
https://acru.ukzn.ac.za/hirax-postdoc-jan2019/
http://www.jobs.cam.ac.uk/job/20700/
http://www.jobs.cam.ac.uk/job/20703/


Photo from the Field

Ron Ekers delivering the keynote lecture at the AP-RASC
Paths to discovery in radio astronomy

- the role of technical innovation and serendipity -

If you have an interesting photograph that you wouldn’t mind sharing with others in the public domain I encourage 
you to send a copy to me along with a brief caption and the person’s name or organization to whom I should credit.  


